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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

On September 1st, 2,698 students arrived on Kingsway’s 
campus to start a new school year. Now that school is 
offi  cially underway we all are reminded that the start 

of a new school year is exciting. It’s that time of year when our 
students reunite with old friends and meet new ones; when they 
begin to participate in new clubs, activities or on athletic teams. 
They are introduced to new teachers, courses and electives 
and begin looking forward to 
upcoming events such as pep 
rallies or homecoming. 

The start of a new school year 
is exciting and we work hard to 
ensure that every student has 
a meaningful, benefi cial, and 
unforgettable experience. 

This year we continue to be guided 
by our creed — Committed to 
Excellence. We are committed to 
being the best in everything we do. We are passionate about 
the reasons we became educators. We strive for continuous 
improvement. And, we focus on the needs of those we serve. It’s 
our commitment to excellence that fuels our desire to provide the 
best public schooling to our students.

In closing, I am excited to welcome all of you back in what 
promises to be a great year for Kingsway. We have a state-of-the 
art facility with plenty of room to accommodate our student 
enrollment, enough talented faculty & support staff  to meet the 
needs of our students; a regional curriculum department that 
ensures the implementation of rigorous and relevant curriculum 
aligned to standards, and all the resources we need to drive 
Kingsway to becoming the Premier School System in this region. 

I look forward to another exciting year of outstanding 
achievement and growth! We have a great school year ahead of 
us.

Very truly yours,

 

Dr. James J. Lavender

continued on page 2

When Senate President Steve Sweeney joined 
superintendents from the 21 NJ Counties in a meeting in 
Trenton recently he did not hesitate to credit the Kingsway 

Regional School District as the impetus behind his new funding 
proposal. 

“I’ve been in his ear for so long on how Kingsway and our elementary 
schools are being unfairly funded that I am not surprised that 
he credited Kingsway but I am happy to know that he has been 
listening and has the courage to take action,” said Superintendent 
James J. Lavender. (See Timeline of Kingsway’s Fair Funding Fight.)

Sweeney echoed similar comments in a School Funding Forum held 
on Kingsway’s campus this past July where he joined Superintendent 
Lavender, School Business Administrator Jason Schimpf, School 
Board President James Mueller and other local educators at the 
Kingsway Regional School District in Woolwich Township for a 
discussion on the school funding reform initiative that would 
provide full funding to all school districts in New Jersey, closing the 
gap that now leaves 80 percent of the school systems underfunded.

Kingsway is a regional district that includes students from 
Swedesboro, South Harrison, East Greenwich, Woolwich and Logan 
Township. One of the fastest growing districts in the state, Kingsway 
would get a $11.6M increase in state aid under the funding reform 
plan off ered by Senator Sweeney and Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, the 
chair of the Senate Education Committee. Kingsway’s sending 
elementary schools would collectively receive $10.9M, signifi cantly 
more than Christie’s funding option.

Sweeney’s plan (SCR-119) has bipartisan support which includes 11 
Republicans, including Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. and 
has been endorsed by a number of organizations including the NJ 
Association of School Superintendents (NJASA) and the Education 

KINGSWAY CENTER OF SCHOOL 
FUNDING FIGHT, 
ENDORSES NEW PLAN

http://www.krsd.org/Page/1266
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Kingsway’s quest for fair funding has been a focus and 
priority for more than a decade. When the State developed 
the present School Funding Reform Act (SFRA) Kingsway’s 

student enrollment boomed. Every year since 2008 enrollment 
has grown by close to fi ve percent a year. These enrollment 
increases have increased the pressure on the District’s ability to 
deliver the services it needs to ensure every student is provided 
the thorough and effi  cient education they deserve and have been 
constitutionally guaranteed.

Every year after implementation of SFRA the State has failed to 
fund our schools. We were fortunate in 2012 to 
have led a grass roots campaign that resulted 
in passage of the supplemental enrollment 
growth aid (SEGA) legislation. Although the 
SEGA money helped, it fell woefully short of 
our needs.

“As a District we are managed effi  ciently and 
are the lowest budgetary spending per pupil 
regional school system in the State of NJ. (Cost 
per pupil for the 2015-16 school year totaled 
$10,537),” said School Business Administrator 
Jason Schimpf.

Aside from keeping a lid on expenses, 
Kingsway has become a leader in shared 
services, having generated more than $600,000 
in FY16 while providing an exceptional school 
system. Recently Kingsway was recognized 
on the College Board’s AP Honor Roll for 
increased access to advanced placement courses; takes the lead 
on high school graduation rates among all Gloucester County 
High Schools; is a trend setter when it comes to two- and four-
year colleges and universities through its Academy Program 
option; and, was recently ranked in the top one-third of all high 
schools (111 of 337) in the State of NJ by NJ Monthly. This ranking 
puts Kingsway ahead of all high schools in Gloucester and Salem 
Counties and among the best in Camden and Burlington County.

“We take great pride in our success and are proud to be managed 
well,” added Patricia Calandro, Chief Academic Offi  cer. “But while 
class sizes continue to swell and our administrative team depleted, 
our programs cut, we can’t provide as many academic courses to 
our students as the schools across the county.”

 “We believe that state aid should be distributed fairly and 
equitably based on a formula that takes into account each town’s 
property tax base, its ability to pay, increases and decreases 
in enrollment, and the special needs of our children,” said 
Superintendent Dr. James J. Lavender. “This reform plan will help 

Kingsway and other communities provide a 
quality education while protecting local tax 
payers. It’s a strong step in the right direction.”

How Can I Help?

For too long politicians, governors and special 
interests have robbed Kingsway Regional and 
our sending elementary school districts of our 
State Aid. While our enrollment has boomed 
over the last fi fteen years, State support for 
our schools has diminished. Much of our hard 
earned tax dollars have been reallocated to 
Districts with declining enrollment while 
ignoring our needs here at home. Our 
community needs to tell Trenton we’re fed 
up and demand that the School Funding 
Formula be funded so that we can provide 
the resources our kids need. Please take the 
time to tell the Governor, your 3rd District 

Legislators and our local Mayors that we’ve had enough!

Add your voice to this fi ght by going to the District’s website 
under How Can I Help and tell every level of government that 
you’ve had enough! On this page you can use our sample letter to 
contact the Governor, access the 3rd District Legislative offi  ces to 
voice your frustration, or request that our local mayors adopt the 
sample resolution that will put pressure on Trenton lawmakers to 
fund our schools.

SCHOOL FUNDING DILEMMA, BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEM

Law Center (ELC).

Governor Christie has touted a funding plan that robs the poor 
and feeds the rich by providing fl at funding to every child in 
the State of NJ. His plan fails to recognize the unique needs of 
children and does not take into consideration the unique needs of 
school community or need. Education advocates, economists and 
practitioners including David Sciarra, Wendell Steinhauer, Kirabo 
Jackson and Cami Anderson have widely criticized the plan. Former 
Education Commissioner Christopher Cerf has called Christie’s Plan 
“cataclysmic.” The Education Law Center has put out a six-part series 
which debunks a number of myths associated with Christie’s plan 
and can be found by clicking HERE. 

“We’ve reviewed the plans and have concluded that Christie’s plan 
would decimate our public school system and provide less money 
to Kingsway and our sending elementary schools. Therefore, our 
Board of Education has endorsed Sweeney’s Plan as the only real 
and viable solution to solve our serious funding issue,” continued 
Lavender. “We are asking that members of our community go 
to their Mayors and Elected offi  cials and ask them to endorse 
Kingsway’s resolution and demand that Trenton lawmakers fund 
our schools. This is our moment, our chance to remedy the many 
problems we face as a result of unfair funding.”

“We believe that state aid should 
be distributed fairly and equitably 
based on a formula that takes into 
account each town’s property tax 
base, its ability to pay, increases 

and decreases in enrollment, and 
the special needs of the children. 

This reform plan (Senate Bill 2372) 
will help Kingsway and other 

communities provide a quality 
education while protecting local 

taxpayers. It’s a strong step in the 
right direction.”

 Dr. James J. Lavender, 
Superintendent

http://www.edlawcenter.org/news/archives/school-funding/icymi-elc%E2%80%99s-6-part-series-on-governor-christie%E2%80%99s-unfair-school-funding-plan.html
http://www.krsd.org/Page/1262
http://www.krsd.org/Page/1262
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Our push to improve student attendance is now three years 
in the making and we are proud to be a District that takes a 
bold approach to reducing student absenteeism. Our “family 

friendly” calendar, complete with a fall and spring recess and the 
elimination of all half days along with the adoption of a more rigid 
attendance policy, reducing the number of unexcused absences to 
eight, has proved to benefi t our students. 

Middle school attendance rates rose to 95.6% and high school 
attendance rates improved to 94.1%. These are signifi cant increases 
in a short period of time and our students are the benefactors. The 
chart below refl ects our steady improvement when compared to 
our previous six-year average.

School Benchmark June 30, 2016

Middle School 94.6% 95.6%

High School 92.1% 94.1%

These are encouraging results for a District that was once 
designated by the Department of Education as a school with 
chronic student absenteeism (chronic absenteeism occurs when 
more than eight percent of the students miss eighteen or more 
school days). This designation was eye-opening for district 
leadership and a review of student attendance data occurred in the 
spring 2014, resulting in our new strategy to reduce absenteeism. 

There is little doubt that the teaching and learning process has a 
cumulative eff ect and we know that our students miss a lot when 
they are absent from school. The more absences a student collects, 
the more disruption to the learning cycle the student encounters. In 
fact, missing a few days of school may seem inconsequential but a 
growing body of research suggests that students who miss as little 
as fi ve school days are negatively aff ected. Students who miss ten 
or more days have a more diffi  cult time graduating high school.

Kingsway’s eff orts to reduce student absenteeism is essential to 

ensuring its students are maximizing 
their opportunities for success but 
timely in this new world of teacher 
accountability. Why bother focusing on 
instructional practices if students are not 
going to be present to benefi t from them? Of course this question 
is more rhetorical than anything, but it makes you think and put 
things into perspective.

As we open our third school year with our push to improve student 
attendance, we encourage our parents to continue assisting in 
our eff orts to reduce student absenteeism. Plan vacations around 
school calendar events, taking advantage of our fall, winter, and 
spring recess. If you are not sure if you should keep your child 
home from school, due to physical symptoms, follow these simple 
guidelines below:

• If a child has a fever of 100.5 degrees F or higher, he/she should 
stay home. Students may return to school when they are fever-free 
for 24 hours, without fever-reducing medicine.

• If your child is vomiting, he/she should stay home.

• If your child has diarrhea, lice, scabies, skin lesions, or is 
jaundiced, he/she should stay home, and seek additional medical 
attention.

We have excellent parent resources on our school website under 
Health Services to assist our parents. Go to the District website at 
www.krsd.org, and click Health Services under the Department tab. 
To check out the school calendar, follow the link HERE or go to the 
Calendars tab under the About Kingsway tab.

At Kingsway we will continue to monitor student attendance 
and thank our parents for your cooperation with these policy 
and calendar changes. We cannot fi x this problem alone and a 
true partnership with our families is imperative if we hope to see 
continuous improvement.

KINGSWAY CONTINUES TO IMPROVE STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

CAMPUS IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PLANNED

The Board of Education has recently given the green light to 
seek voter approval, through referendum, for several facility 
improvements. The special question will appear on the ballot 

during the general election scheduled for November 8, 2016. The 
project totals $3.92 million and addresses a number of critical 
issues faced by the District. This referendum is a follow up to the 
March 8th referendum, which was defeated by voters.

“We surveyed our school community to gain a better 
understanding of what they would be willing to support. We 
have a number of issues we must address as a result of student 
population growth and refi ned the current proposal so that we can 
best meet the District’s needs while taking into consideration our 
community’s feedback,” said Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent. 
“The original referendum included a number of requests and 
cost three times more than the current proposal. I believe the 
community will see that we listened and responded accordingly.”

The improvements include a new eight-lane track, to replace 

the dilapidated track. Student athletes who participate in track 
have not been permitted to use their home fi eld in four seasons. 
The project also includes the relocation of maintenance to a new 
pole barn at the rear of the campus, the conversion of the current 
maintenance building to expand the transportation garage, and 
new fencing to replace fencing around the football and baseball 
stadiums. To learn more about this project go to the FAQs by 
clicking HERE.

The tax impact is minimal and ranges between $1.91 and $3.33 per 
month. The annual impact per average assessed home is as follows: 
Swedesboro - $23.27; East Greenwich - $29.91; Woolwich - $35.81; 
and South Harrison - $40.22.

In addition to communicating this proposal to the community-
at-large through electronic media and direct mail, the District 
presented to the community on Thursday, October 20, 2016 at 
7:00 p.m. in the High School’s Cafeteria East. See page 4 for more 
information. 

http://www.krsd.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1121
http://www.krsd.org/domain/121
http://www.krsd.org/domain/121
www.krsd.org
http://www.krsd.org/domain/48


PROPOSED RENOVATED STORAGE BUILDING
NEW TRANSPORTATION OFFICES / BUS MAINTENANCE FACILITY 

3,616 S.F.

PROPOSED NEW STORAGE BUILDING 
2,400 S.F.

Township of
Tax Impact
Per Year on 

$3.9 M

Average 
Assessed Home

East Greenwich $29.91 $269,454
Woolwich $35.81 $287,361

South Harrison $40.22 $322,058
Swedesboro $23.27 $171,527

* Tax Impact based on 2.80% 15 years as 
calculated by the District’s financial 
advisor, Phoenix Advisors, LLC.

Unit Cost
Site Work Qty Cost Estimate

1 Lump Sum $1,586,605

1 Lump Sum $250,000
1 Lump Sum $160,000

$1,996,605
Architectural Building Costs

2,400 SF@ $250 $600,000
3,616 SF@ $150 $542,400

$1,142,400

Subtotal $3,139,005
25% Soft Costs (A/E Fees, Contingency, CM, Legal, etc.) $784,751

Estimated Total $3,923,756

Track and Field Events, Relocate/Reconstruct Grass Field, New (8) Lane Track, Long Jump, Pole 
Vault, Shot Put and Discus

New 1-Story Storage Building

Visitors' Bleacher Relocation and Lights (for expanded track)

Renovate Existing Storage Building into Transporation Office, Mechanics Bay

New Fencing around Football Stadium and Varsity Baseball Field G including Back Stop

ELEVATION ‘A’

ELEVATION ‘C’

ELEVATION ‘B’

ELEVATION ‘D’

ELEVATION ‘A’

ELEVATION ‘C’

ELEVATION ‘B’

ELEVATION ‘D’

ATHLETIC COMPLEX IMPROVEMENTS
Kingsway Regional 

Bond Referendum November 8, 2016
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COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

With the adoption of our Coat of Arms we settled on a 
motto: Committed to Excellence. Our motto centers on 
several standards we refer to as Standards of Excellence 

and applies to faculty, administration, support staff  and our 
students.

 We focus on the needs of those we serve.

 We choose to be the best we can be.

 We strive for continuous improvement.

 We take ownership for what we do and do not do.

 We communicate eff ectively.

 We do little things well.

 We take pride in our work & our school.

 We value & respect those who make our school extraordinary.

At Kingsway we choose 
to be excellent. We live 
excellence and this is 
refl ected in our attitudes. We 
own our actions. We expect 
to apply these standards in 
all that we do: little things, 
big things, everything. 
Choose it. Live it. Own it. 
Expect it.

Please join us by applying 
this motto to all that you 
do and use it to inspire 
our students academically, 
artistically, and athletically.

Our Mission

The Mission of the Kingsway Education Foundation is to provide a 
vehicle for the entire community’s voluntary support of programs 
and activities enhancing the educational experience of all students, 
consistent with the mission of the Kingsway Education Foundation. 

If you are interested in volunteering your time or supporting 
the Kingsway Education Foundation in any way please email Dr. 
Lavender directly at lavenderj@krsd.org.

Pave the Way to Excellence, Engrave a Brick

Help us Pave the Way to Excellence. Your brick purchase will help 
us continue to support the staff  and the talents of our students. 
Purchase an engraved brick to recognize someone special or just 
to show support for the Kingsway Regional High School. The cost is 
only $135.00.

 A 6” x 9” brick is attractively engraved with your message and then 
placed alongside other commemorative bricks at the Softball and 
Baseball fi elds. These beautiful bricks make great gifts for holidays, 
birthdays, anniversaries and graduations. Bricks may also be named 
in memory of a loved one or in honor of a favorite teacher.

Proceeds from the engraved brick program directly benefi ts the 
students of Kingsway Regional High School through programs 
implemented by Kingsway Education Foundation.

Go to the District website at http://www.krsd.org/Page/1237 and 
complete the order form.

Support Kingsway, Become a Sponsor

A large portion of revenue generated by the Foundation comes in 
the form of generous donations by many of community members 
and businesses. Therefore, in an eff ort to reduce the frequency 
of requests of the same supporters, and ensure that our donors 
receive valuable advertising and/or access to our signature events, 
we have streamlined our sponsorship opportunities as follows:  

Valedictorian Sponsors

Are people or organizations 
who donate $5,000 or more to 
the KEF and in exchange receive 
invitations to all Foundation 
events, have a student 
scholarship sponsored in their 
name, are given web presence 
and a direct link to their 
company, and more.

Salutatorian Sponsors

Are people or organizations who 
donate $3,000 - $4,999 and gain 
access to all Foundation events and will have a teacher mini-grant 
sponsored in their name, and more.

Scholar of Education Sponsors

Are people or organizations who donate $2,000 – 2,999 and in 
exchange will receive an invite to all Foundation events, will have 
their organization listed on the website, programs, and all banners, 
and a public announcement at football and basketball games.

Ambassador of Education Sponsors

Are people or organizations who donate $1,000 - $1,999 and in 
exchange will have their name listed on the website and all banner 
advertisements.

Friends of Education Sponsors

Are people or organizations who donate $500 - $999 and in 
exchange will have their name listed in all Foundation programs.

For more information on becoming a Foundation Sponsor please 
follow the link below: http://www.krsd.org/kef or contact Samantha 
Streitz at streitzs@krsd.org. 

KINGSWAY EDUCATION FOUNDATION

mailto:lavenderj@krsd.org
http://www.krsd.org/Page/1237
mailto:StreitzS@krsd.org
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The Kingsway Regional School District Board of Education 
has implemented a corporate sponsorship policy that allows 
local businesses to have Stadium Banner Advertising in our 

football, baseball and softball Stadiums. Your business’ sign will be 
displayed around the perimeter of the fi elds and would be seen 
by approximately 2,500 – 3,000 spectators at each football game 
as well as a number of fall events where various sports programs 
play special games. Baseball and softball games invite large 
crowds and sponsors can expect 100 - 200 spectators per game. 
Additional exposure to community members and outside groups 
who use the stadiums will be an added benefi t to sponsorship. 
Banner advertisement will remain visible in the spring during all 
spring track and cross country events as well as at our graduation 
ceremony, where more than 3,000 guests fi ll the stadium.

Football Stadium Banner Advertisement

Our sign advertisement off ers one (1) 5’ x 8’ vinyl sign with 
advertisement and logo. Cost is $500 for one (1) year, which 
includes cost for sign, preparation, and installation. If you would like 
to continue to support our programs and have your sign displayed 
after one year, the cost would be $300 each additional year.

Baseball or Softball Stadium Banner Advertisement

Our sign advertisement off ers one (1) 3’ x 4’ vinyl sign with 
advertisement and logo. Cost is $400 for one (1) year, which 
includes cost for sign, preparation, and installation. If you would 

like to continue to support our programs and have your sign 
displayed after one year, the cost would be $250 each additional 
year.

Corporate Sponsorship Form

Please complete the sponsorship form below and include a 
business card and advertisement logo exactly how it is to be 
displayed on your sign. Emailed advertisements preferred. Please 
email streitzs@krsd.org.

To access the Corporate Sponsorship Form, click HERE.

ADVERTISE HERE!

KINGSWAY PUSHES BUS USAGE

If you have ever been on 
Kingsway’s campus in the 
7 o’clock hour, or in the 

afternoon around dismissal, you 
will know that the roads leading 
to Kingsway are gridlocked.

This is because so many of 
our students avoid the bus in 
favor of being driven to school. 
It is the parent/guardian’s 
prerogative to drive their child to school, however, administration 
requests that students please consider utilizing the school bus, as it 
will reduce the traffi  c in and around Kingsway.

ALUMNI NEWS

Alexa McIntyre, a 2012 KRHS graduate, recently received 
the David Barton Sumner Award for Leadership and 
Sportsmanship at Neumann University’s recent Academic 

Awards Convocation. Alexa, a criminal justice major, played Field 
Hockey and Lacrosse for the Neumann Knights while maintaining a 
3.88 GPA.

Rosalie Mirenda, President of Neumann, recently stated in a letter 
to Mr. Stephenson, “It is with great joy and excitement that we 
recognize the accomplishments and success of our students. The 
hard work and dedication that translates into scholastic, athletic, 
and personal achievements should not, and do not, go unnoticed 
here. In the course of our busy lives, it gives us great pleasure to 
take the time to share these moments with the high schools and 
academic institutions that helped to shape our students’ lives and 
prepare them so adequately for higher education. Sometimes, all 
it takes is an encouraging word tram a well-respected educator or 
coach for a student to fi nd his/her true passion. We hope and pray 
that Alexa’s success gives you, your faculty,  and your staff  as much 
pleasure as it does us. I invite you to contact any one of us here at 
Neumann University if we can assist you or your faculty on behalf of 
your students.”

mailto:StreitzS@krsd.org
http://www.krsd.org/Page/977
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KINGSWAY AND ROWAN UNIVERSITY FINALIZE PARTNERSHIP 

Kingsway Regional School District and Rowan University 
formalized an exciting partnership on August 26, 2016 that 
provides students of Kingsway Regional High School a variety 

of collegiate experiences in conjunction with Rowan University. 
This mutually beneficial agreement is specifically designed for 
students of Kingsway’s Business Leadership Academy (BLA), which 
launches at the high school this September. The first of its kind for 
Kingsway, this official agreement aims to provide BLA students with 
the curriculum, experiences, preparation and 
opportunities they need to confidently arrive 
at their post-secondary education jointly with 
a major 4-year university.  

Specifically, Kingsway’s BLA students will 
be afforded the opportunity to take select 
courses at a discounted rate during their senior 
year of high school and during the summers 
between their junior and senior year on the 
campus of Rowan University. While taking 
courses at Rowan, students may also access 
the University’s educational and recreational 
facilities, further promoting their identification 
with and involvement in the collegiate 
community.  Moreover, Rowan will offer automatic admissions to 
their institution for Kingsway’s BLA students who meet qualifying 
criteria related to successful completion of the Academy program, 
identified SAT scores, and a specific GPA.  

As a direct result of the experiences from this partnership, 
Academy students will be uniquely qualified for success at the 
commencement of their undergraduate program at Rowan 
University. In addition to increasing access to Rowan’s campus and 
possible scholarship opportunities, Academy students will have the 
opportunity to participate in several innovative experiences that 

will cultivate the academic fortitude and leadership skills needed 
for success in college. Through these collaborative experiences, 
Academy students will engage in learning that is not only critical to 
postsecondary academic standards but also college expectations 
and environments. Students will have an opportunity to learn 
in the college classroom, interact with college professors, and 
experience the college campus prior to high school graduation. 
These invaluable opportunities create a comprehensive high school 

experience that prepares students for 
the transition into higher education and 
provides additional confidence needed 
for success in college.

While this partnership creates numerous 
benefits for Academy students, several 
unique opportunities are available for 
the faculty of Kingsway Regional High 
School. Kingsway faculty will be paired 
with Rowan University professors to 
collaborate and identify critical subject-
matter knowledge, core concepts, and 
pedagogical strategies that promote 
and advance student learning in their 

particular subject area.  Rowan will sponsor a “Rowan Day” on 
their campus for Kingsway faculty during which they will tour the 
campus, collaborate with professors from their specific disciplines, 
meet with professional advisors and other key student service 
providers, attend course sessions, and meet with Rowan University 
students.

Through this agreement, Rowan University will also provide three 
Rowan Start Scholarships to qualifying graduating students of 
Kingsway’s Business Leadership Academy in an amount of $8,500, 
each distributed over four years.  

There are two very special and dedicated people in our school 
district that give so much to our students and staff but so 
often go unnoticed. Ms. Chrissy Ludlam and Mr. Robert 

Baerman, our Certified Athletic Trainers for the KRMS and KRHS, 
are two of the most well respected athletic trainers in South Jersey. 
They oversee 35 athletic teams and more than 500 student athletes 
in the district. Their services include: educating our student-
athletes and parents, processing athletic physical forms, injury 
prevention and protection, treatment and rehabilitation, clinical 
evaluations of all injuries, and professional health care to our 
students. 

Both Ms. Ludlam and Mr. Baerman are a vital part of the athletic 
department and very often are only noticed when there is an 
injury to one of our athletes. They treat hundreds of students each 
season and assist them in getting back to the playing field safely. 
They work very well together and are great teammates to our 
coaching staff and health services department as well as part of our 
emergency management team in the district. 

They are very professional, organized 
and dedicated individuals and put 
in long hours each week working 
around our team practices and game 
schedules including weekends and 
holidays. They have been a major 
factor in getting the ImPact testing 
for all students in the district off the 
ground as well as moving to online 
physicals to help the district become 
more efficient. 

The coaching staff and I have the 
utmost respect and trust in these 
individuals when treating our 
students especially in emergency 
situations. We thank them for their 
efforts each day and for making 
Kingsway athletics a special department! 

SEPTEMBER SPOTLIGHT FACULTY: MS. LUDLAM & MR. BAERMAN 

Kingsway trainers Chrissy 
Ludlam and Rob Baerman
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Kingsway 
Regional School 
District will host 

an SAT prep course 
in the Spring of 2017 
that is intended to 
prepare students for 
the “new” SATs. This 
course will be the 
same as the Fall SAT 
Prep course, which is 
currently in session. 
Courses are intended for students who are Juniors and Seniors in 
the Fall of 2016. Students from all local area schools in these grade 
levels are welcome to register for the courses.

Spring 2017 Dates: THURSDAYS

Registration due by: 3/02

Course Dates: 3/16, 3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/20, 4/27, 5/4, 5/11, 5/18

The fi rst class, March 16th, will be a 3 hour class from 5:30 to 8:30.

Please note: Saturday June 3rd the SAT exam will be off ered on site 
at Kingsway Regional High School.

This course, off ered by Kingsway teachers and supported by 
materials, resources, and teacher training from the Cambridge 
Educational Services, will span 9 weeks for two hours each night 
and off ers participants preparation in both mathematics and 
English Language Arts. On the fi rst night of the class students will 
take an assessment intended to determine areas of strength and 
where instruction needs to be focused.

Registration forms for the SAT course are available HERE.

Students, teachers, and administrators will find that they have 
landed in a special place when experiencing history in Tom 
Yourison’s classroom. His content knowledge is unmatched, 

and the passion he possesses for his subject area and teaching are 
evident in every lesson that he delivers. Students are not students 
in his classroom; they are compelled to be historians developing a 
respect for their past so that they can better understand the world 
around them. As historians, they question, they write, they debate, 
they organize, and they explain the significance of people, places, 
and events. Students leave their eighth grade year realizing that 
memorizing facts and dates is boring and that being challenged 
to think and write about history is hard yet fun. Mr. Yourison is 
that teacher that can blend the essential components of effective 
teaching: fun, rigor, and hands-on learning.  

Mr. Yourison has extended learning for his students by organizing 
mock elections, leading the African-American Experience for 
students and parents, providing students the opportunity to take 
place in a visit to the Whitall House to critique their performances, 
and designing lessons on Veteran’s Day that highlight the veterans 

in our school community. He 
has recently taken on the honor 
of being asked to judge for the 
2016-2017 National History 
Day competition—another 
opportunity that will enrich his 
classroom. 

Mr. Yourison is a role model to his 
students and colleagues. He is the 
true definition of a teacher leader 
at the middle school. He has 
taken on various leadership roles: 
team leader, department chair, 
and facilitator of the mentoring 
program for students. It is a 
pleasure to honor Mr. Yourison as the 
spotlight teacher for October for his 
continued dedication and commitment to his students and school 
community.  

OCTOBER SPOTLIGHT TEACHER: TOM YOURISON

Tom Yourison

SPRING SAT PREP COURSE
Guidance Program

On October 24th, the High School Guidance Department is off ering 
a fi nancial aid night, which begins at 7pm in the Eitel Theater. Please 
join us! Please direct any questions to the HS Guidance Department.  

Kingsway Honors Veterans

Kingsway students are applauded for their eff orts in giving back to 
those who served our country. Several students participated in a 
Memorial Day t-shirt sale. Students were responsible for all aspects 
of the sale, which included creating a marketing plan, selling 
t-shirts, and ensuring timely delivery. But their eff orts did not stop 
there. Proceeds were used to purchase gift bags of essential items 
for the South Jersey Memorial Home. Due to their determination, 
Kingsway students were able to donate over 300 gift bags! Teachers 
observed how motivated the students were throughout the project 
knowing their hard work was going toward a good cause. Great job, 
Dragons!

Kingsway SEPAC

The Special Education Parent Advisory Group, known as SEPAC, is a 
network of parents of children with special needs. SEPAC meetings 
provide a forum for training opportunities for parents and staff , as 
well as increase collaboration between parents and the District.  If 
you are the parent of a special needs student, or have an interest in 
any of the following topics, please join us!  We meet at 6:30 PM in 
the District Offi  ce Conference Room.

12/7/16: Can my Student with Special Needs go to College?  

2/22/17: What Type of Help is Available at College?

3/8/17: When there is no more Child Study Team:  Agency Resources 
after Graduation

PUPIL SERVICES

http://www.krsd.org/cms/lib8/NJ01912751/Centricity/Domain/71/SPRING%202016%20SAT%20PREP.pdf


HIGH SCHOOL
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Kingsway Regional 
High School 
is proud to 

announce the Spotlight 
Students for the month 
of September 2016. 
The Spotlight Student 
Program recognizes one 
student per grade level 
each month for being 
outstanding students 
and citizens and for 
demonstrating the six 
pillars of character: 
trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, fairness, 
caring, and citizenship.  
The September 2016 
Spotlight Students as selected by our Business, Technology, and 
Family & Consumer Sciences department are: Erin Guy (9), Brad 
Harding (10), Maeve Donnelly (11), and Shayne Rechner (12).  
Congratulations to these outstanding Kingsway Dragons!

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS - SEPT

Business, Technology, and Family & 
Consumer Sciences Department Chair 
Ms. Conn, Brad Harding (10), Erin 
Guy (9), Maeve Donnelly (11), Shayne 
Rechner (12), and Business Teacher Ms. 
Delaney.

Our Seniors of 
the Month for 
September 

2016 are Jessica Lail 
and Victoria Mbakwe.  
Jessica is the President 
of Kingsway’s Chapter 
of the National Honor 
Society and is currently 
the Secretary of the New 
Jersey Association of 
Student Councils (she is 
the fi rst Kingsway student 
to hold a position at the 
state level). She is also 
captain of the volleyball team and a member of the basketball 
team. Victoria is a member of our prestigious S.T.E.M. Academy 
and the Vice President of our student council.  She is a captain 
of the fi eld hockey team and was the Vice President of her class 
in her junior year. Both are National Honor Society students and 
both serve as Student Ambassadors. Jessica and Victoria, along 
with eighteen additional exemplary seniors, will be eligible for the 
highest honor bestowed upon a Dragon: Senior of the Year.

SENIORS OF THE MONTH - SEPT

From left to right – Mr. Zurzolo, 
Jessica Lail, Victoria Mbakwe, and Mr. 
Stephenson

The National Honor Society was founded in 1921, with the 
hope of creating an organization that would recognize and 
encourage academic achievement while developing other 

characteristics essential to productive 
citizens. The ideals of scholarship, 
character, service and leadership remain 
as relevant today as they were in 1921. 

Based upon the National Honor Society 
standards, the Kingsway Regional High 
School Chapter has created procedures, 
requirements and regulations that are 
outlined in our student activities form 
as well as our bylaws. This is intended 
to guide students through the process, 
as well as explain the precise selection 
system that is in place in order to be 
selected as a member of the Kingsway Regional High School 
Chapter.  Our bylaws and other information can be found on the 
Kingsway website. Induction is November 16th. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Laverty at ext 1608 or 
Mrs. Miles at ext 1617.

KINGSWAY’S NHS CRITERIA

On August 9th and 10th, members of the class of 2020 came 
to Kingsway for our third annual Freshman Transition 
Camp. About 305 eager yet nervous freshmen and transfer 

students took part in two days of activities to better acclimate 
them to the high school experience. These students were grouped 
with our upperclassmen student ambassadors where they were 
taken on building tours, found and opened their lockers, and 
took part in informational sessions provided by our guidance, 
cafeteria, and media center services. The two-day camp culminated 
in a schoolwide scavenger hunt where winners were given gift 
certifi cates for the school store and cafeteria. It was a great two days 
where our incoming freshmen and transfer students were able to 
ease their minds about entering high school and make some new 
friends during the process. Welcome to Dragonland, Class of 2020!

DRAGON AMBASSADORS

KRHS is proud to announce that we have 88 Student 
Ambassadors for the 2016-2017 school year. Going through 
a rigorous application process last spring, these students, 

grades 10-12, were chosen to represent our building at various 
functions and tours throughout the school year. They are also a 
major component of the Freshmen Transition Camp in the summer, 
serving as group leaders for the two-day event. We are proud to 
have such an amazing group of students represent Kingsway!

FRESHMAN TRANSITION CAMP 2016



MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Spotlight Students for the Month 

of September were chosen by their 

teachers based on their attention to the 

six pillars of character—responsibility, 

fairness, citizenship, repect, caring, and 

trustworthiness. These students display 

exemplary character each day at KRMS; 

they have each become leaders within our 

school.

D team  –  Amelia McGravey, 7th

R team  –  Isabella Jacobs, 8th

A team  –  Sarah Cancila, 8th

              Homar Ibarra, 7th

G team  –  Homar Ibarra, 7th

O team  –  Arya Patel, 7th

N team  –  Bianca DeJesus, 8th

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS
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Congratulations to the 8th grade for bringing home the 
Spirit Dragon Tail at our fall pep rally! As our jazz band 
performed, the entire student body was involved in grade 

level competitions, team cheers, and physical challenges during the 
pep rally, and the energy level was at an all-time high throughout 
the week. Additionally, in front of over 900 screaming students at 
the pep rally, our fall sports teams were all recognized for their hard 
work and dedication. It was certainly a proud day to be a Dragon!  
Hats off  to our student council and homeroom reps who really 
played a prominent role in the execution of the rally. 

CATCH THE DRAGON SPIRIT R-E-S-P-E-C-T

During the 2016 Week of Respect, KRMS students 
practiced and demonstrated trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, fairness, and unity by participating in 

our yearly color days. Many English and literature teachers 
worked respect into their lessons with writing prompts 
and warm-ups. Students were given time to refl ect on 
what each aspect of respect means to them throughout 
morning announcements and various classroom activities. 
Additionally, our 8th Grade Choir promoted school unity 
through their performance of the “Week of Respect” song. 
Click HERE to hear a performance of their original hit! 

BACK TO SCHOOL DANCE

The fi rst middle school 
dance was held on Friday, 
October 7th. The dance 

was heavily attended with 
a total of 300 tickets sold. 
Students played basketball, 
volleyball, and danced the night 
away. Fun was had by all, and it 
was a great way to kick off  the 
school year!

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_6OzySfD4k0bHZmVU5YS2tmRHc
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

In June 2016, the KRMS Choir traveled to Broughal Middle School 
to compete in a competition with numerous local middle schools 
and high schools. After singing a variety of songs, the KRMS Choir 

scored a 94 and a 95 out of 100 from the judges. They received an 
award as the Best Overall Choir, and they received the Esprit de Corps 
Award.  The Esprit de Corps Award was presented to the choir who 
demonstrated proper social behavior as well as musical behavior/
encouragement. All schools were eligible for this award, but only 
Kingsway had the honor of taking this trophy home with them! After 
the competition, the group had a blast at Dorney Park and enjoyed 
each other’s company for the last time. Congratulations to Mrs. 
Owens and the KRMS Choir for a successful year and a dominant 
performance in the end of the year competition.

JULIE RIGGI MEMORIAL 
AWARD RECIPIENTS

In June 2016, KRMS recognized three winners who were 
recipients of the Julie Riggi Memorial Award. The three 
eighth grade students received the award based on their 

exemplary character, academic success, stellar attendance, 
and involvement in extra-curricular activities. Congratulations 
to Cameron Tran, Nikolaos Kalfus, and Rylie Martin! The 
students were recognized at June’s Eighth Grade Promotion 
Ceremony. Kingsway Regional Middle School wishes our 
winners continued success in high school. 

CHAMPIONS ONCE AGAIN

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

On Wednesday, September 16th, KRMS opened its doors for 
our annual Back To School Night. Parents got the opportunity 
to become more familiar with the middle school while 

getting to know their student’s teachers. The event was very well 
attended, and as a result, a connection between home and school 
has been established as we kick off  a new school year.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Kingsway Regional Middle School hired two new employees 
this summer. Mr. Stephen Cacciavillano was hired in June to 
teach seventh grade science. Mr. Cacciavillano is a Kingsway 

graduate who brings three years of high school teaching and 
coaching experience. Prior to returning to Kingsway, Stephen taught 
AP Biology and coached varsity wrestling, football, and lacrosse 
at Northfi eld Mount Hermon School in Massachusetts. He will be 
teaching on the O Team this year. Congratulations to Pam Pollock 
as well. Mrs. Pollock will be serving as the middle school nurse. She 
is excited to bring her wealth of nursing experience to the school 
setting. Pam is a Woolwich resident who did a terrifi c job as a long-
term substitute at the high school last year. 

KRMS also welcomes three long-term substitute teachers to the 
family this year. Mrs. Katherine Steet, a recent Rowan graduate, will 
be fi lling in for Mrs. Miles this year in seventh grade science. Mrs. Lisa 
DeFulvio, a ten year teaching veteran, will be in for Mrs. Marlin this 
year teaching eighth grade English. Finally, Ms. Christine Ciocco will 
begin her career at Kingsway. The recent Rowan graduate will be 
taking over for Mrs. Lisa in eighth grade social studies on the A Team.   
Please join us in welcoming all fi ve new members of the team.

NEW FACES AT KRMS
Tying the Knot
Congratulations to eighth grade English 
teacher Dana Ott (Ramsden)! Mrs. Ott and 
her husband Dan got married in August 
on the beautiful campus of Villanova 
University and headed to California for 
their honeymoon. 
Additionally, congratulations to seventh 
grade math teacher Kristina Bullock 
(Yoroshko).  Mrs. Bullock and her 
husband Clinton celebrated their special 
day at Scotland Run golf course and 
honeymooned in beautiful 
Jamaica.
Baby Love 
Congratulations to eighth grade 
English teacher, Madi Marlin and 
her husband. On August 22nd 
at 2:42 am, Mrs. Marlin gave 
birth to their fi rst child, Holden 
Michael Marlin. Mom, Dad, and 
Holden are all doing well and 
enjoying their time together as 
a family! 

CONGRATULATIONS!

Top: Mr. and Mrs. Bullock
Bottom:  Mrs. Ott and friends

Thanks to a mini-grant from the Kingsway Education Foundation 
(KEF), Kingsway Regional Middle School will be developing 
an outdoor instructional area to use as a resource across 

our curriculum. Teachers from all departments will have input to 
determine how this area will be used. Initially, we have raised beds 
to be used by the Environmental Club and the Art Department. The 
S.T.E.M. classes will be utilized to help with the design as stations are 
added. The Environmental Club will maintain the outdoor areas. A 
huge thank you to Mr. Dubbs for his help building the raised beds for 
KRMS.

LEARNING OUTDOORS

On September 19th Kingsway Regional Middle School 
launched a new program to support students in 
mathematics. The Math Working Lunch Program, piloted 

last year by the O Team, will give students the opportunity to 
get a little extra math support they may need during their lunch 
period. During the math working lunch, teachers will clarify 
questions and provide extra math practice time in a small class 
setting as students eat their lunch. Students are encouraged to 
take ownership and responsibility for their academic success and 
utilize this program when needed. 

NEW LUNCH PROGRAM



ATHLETICS KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL 
SPRING ATHLETICS COACHING STAFF

Ms. June Cioffi   – Director of 

Athletics

Mr. Robert Baerman, Jr.  – 

Certifi ed Athletic Trainer

Ms. Christina Ludlam  – 

Certifi ed Athletic Trainer 

BOYS TRACK

Mel Carter, Head
Christian Lynch, Assistant
Caitlin Hess, Assistant
Milt Bowen, Middle
Christine Dacchille, Middle

GIRLS TRACK

Curtis Custis, Head
Jen Beckett, Assistant
Kyle Roos, Assistant
Takiyah Dumas, Middle
Christine Dacchille, Middle

BASEBALL

Ian Enders, Head
Dave Stanton, JV
John Green, Freshman

BOYS LACROSSE

Sean Dunn, Head
Kristina Ward, JV
James Scerbo, Freshman

GIRLS LACROSSE

Amanda Bushong, Head
Tina Yoroshko, JV
Michelle Carrocino, 
Freshman

SOFTBALL

Tony Barchuk, Head
Dave Dominik, JV
Stephanie Tarachi, 
Freshman

BOYS TENNIS 

Drew Laverty, Head
Tom Keating, JV

BOYS VOLLEYBALL

Brent Dodulik, Head
Ryan Novzen, JV
Anthony Badaracco, 
Freshman

GOLF

Dave Young, Head
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CONGRATULATIONS!

RACHAEL KELLEY from 
our Girl’s Volleyball Team 
earned her 1,000th career 
assist in the team’s win over 
Williamstown! She is the 
fi rst female player in school 
history to achieve this 
milestone! 

The BOY’S CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM won the Shore 
Coaches Invitational- Varsity 
B race with a time of 16:58!

Our BOY’S & GIRL’S CROSS 
COUNTRY TEAMS won 
the Gloucester County 
Championships! 
Rachael Vick and Joey 
Grandizio won the individual 
championships!

The Boy’s Middle School Cross Country team won the 7th and 8th 
grade Team Championship trophies.
The Girl’s team won the 8th grade Team Championship and 7th 
grade placed 2nd! 
Kyle Rakitis won the boys 7th grade race with a time of 8:00 fl at!

September Athletes of the Month
Football- Gavin Watson

Boy’s Soccer – Benito Komadina
Girl’s Soccer – Oonagh Breen

Field Hockey – Madison Brzozowski
Volleyball – Dominique Coombe

Cheerleading – Mikaela Fox
Tennis- Gillian Morganstein

Boy’s Cross Country – Kieran Burns
Girl’s Cross Country – Lauren Krott
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DEBORAH CUNNINGHAM ........................................................SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP
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PATRICIA CALANDRO ....................................................................... CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER
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